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To write a research paper you must investigate your topic by reading about it in many different sources,
such adooks, magazines, newspapers, and d@uments The informationyou gather from these
sources will be used to support the points you make in your paper.

1. CHOOSING A TOPIC IN YOUR SUBJECT AREA

Find a topic that interests you. For ideas, look at the Table of Contents of your textbook or review your lecture
notes. Whe you research a topic you are interested in, you will enjoy spending time investigating and writing
about it.

To develop a good paper topic, ask yourself these questions:

What do | already know about this subject?

What interests me most about it?

Is thee anything | wonder about or am puzzled about regarding this subject?
What are the issues?

Do | have specific ideas or opinions on the issues involved?
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Once you have decided on a broad topic, you will need to narrow it down to a manageable sizevedéyou
assigned a-page paper and decided to write on "technology and society," for example, you would have to focus
on a more specific issue related to that topic. "Technology and society" is a huge topic with many issues and
subtopics, and you would onhave a limited number of pages in which to discuss it.

Too general: technology and society === Narrower: monitoring Internet use in the workplace

After you have narrowed your topic, try thinking of different ways to approach it.

Do you want to simplyglefine and describe an issue?

Example "the problem of personal Internet use in the workplace."
Do you want to explain how the issue has been addressed?

Example "Techniques for monitoring personal Internet use in the workplace."
Do you want to argufor a position on the topic?

Example "Monitoring Internet use in the workplace violates employee privacy."

Write your subject (topic) here:

Now write a sentence describing your topic:

What word or words will you use to search for informatiorttds topic?

Ask a librarian for help if you need it.



2. GATHERING INFORMATION

Decide what sort of information will match your topic by answering these questions:

Do | need background information on my topic? ___yes ___ no
Do | already know a loabout it and just need specifics to fill in gaps? ___yes ____no
Do | need hard facts, such as statistics and definitions of terms? ___yes ____no
Do | need an irdepth or historic treatment of the subject? ___yes ____no
Do | need opinions orhts topic? __yes ____no

Depending on how you answered these questions, there are different places to concentrate your i

For background on atopic Use reference sources, such as encyclopedias,
dictionaries, almanacs, atlases, handbooks, etc.

For more in depth discussion of | Find books. Books, arranged in chapters, can provide a
atopic historical or in depth treatment of a topic. Some books
argue opinions; others provide discussion based on facts.
Remember, you don't need to read an entire book on your
topic. You can just use parts of it.

For specific information Find articles in magazines and journals. Articles are also
the best place to find the latest information on a topic.

For hard facts and statistics Use reference sources as a starting point.

For opinions Use articles in magazines and newspapers and websites.

Books may also be useful.

3. USING REFERENCE SOURCES

Ask the librarian to help you select a reference source for your topic. There are many different ones. The
librarians know the collection and can get you headed in the right direction. Once you have found information on
your topic, fill in the following:

Author(s) (if given)

Name of source

Article, entry, or chapter title

Publisher

City of publication

Date published Volume number Page numbers




4. FINDING A BOOK ON A TOPIC

Begin onthe library home page on the
computer. If you are in the library, this
page should come up automatically.

Click onBooks & Videos and then click
onACC Libraries Catalog in the drop
down menu.

UseKeyword searcho locate a book on a
topic of your choice. (This is the first
option you will see on the search page.)

Type your search terms in the search box
and clickSearchor pressEnter to get
results. Ask a librariarof help, if
necessary.

What word or words did you choose to
use to search for this topic?

Note these search hints
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Search the Library Catalog:

Type the keyword(s) in the box below then press Enter or click the Seard

Sorted By: [w]|| View Entire Collection []

Type the words you want to find. For example;
+ children and television ¢

If you type more than one word, those wowdh be treated as a phrase.

UseAND between words to combine two or

more concepts: "teenaAfédsalcohol.”

UseOR betweenwords to expand your search, with wordd @ similar in meaninfsynonyms):

"teenager©R adolescents” or between related apts where you warnb find information on either or

all of them: "drug©R alcoholOR addiction."

Click onone of theunderlineditles in your Result List. You may need to scroll down and go to the r

page to see all the items found.

How many copes are there in ACC libraries?
Are any copies shelved at this campus library?
Can a copy be checked out immediately?

yes no

yes nc




FILL IN THE FOLLOWING:
Author(s) (if given)
Title:

Call Number:
Publisher: Datepublished:

5. USING A PERIODICAL INDEX TO FIND ARTICLES

You can find articles on a topic &cademic SearcBompletealong with abstracts (summaries) of the
articles in electronic indexes. Some articles are full text and can be printed, emadgdior

ubrary.sustinctod i Click onArticles & Researchon the ACC
T Library Home Pagend then click oi\-Z List
= of E-Resourcesn the popup window.

~ AusTIN
(COLLEGE

SelectAcademic SearciCompletefrom the list
of resources.

Type words describing your topic into the sear:
box and cli&k Searchor pressEnter.

You may need to try different words for your
search if the ones you first use do not get you-
results you want.

Look at your Result L
of full text articles: HTML Full Text and PDF
Full Text.

PDF Full Text is a graphic and looks just like a
photocopy. These articles must be opened wit
free Adobe Reader software, which is on all thi
library computers.

Select one short article, about a opnatprintiyaur |
article. Attach your printout to this packet. Be sure to ask the librarian for help whenever you nee

Fill in the following for your article:
Author(s) (if given):

Name of magazine:
Article title:

Date published? Volumenumber Page numbers




