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Writing Skills III: Thinking About Information Sources

Part I: Internet Resources
Directions for completing this assignment.
You will evaluate the quality of 3 web pages on a topic of your choice.
Step 1: Evaluation of Sources
Because there is so much information on the web, learning to select higher
quality sources is a very important skill.
To learn some quick ways to do this, go through the online tutorial called
“Evaluating Information” on the ACC Library web site.
Go to: http://library.austincc.edu Click on the link below.

Step 2: Use a search engine such as Google or Bing to locate 3 web pages on
your topic. Complete an evaluation checklist (included in this handout) for each.
Step 5: Turn in all 3 of your web evaluations to your instructor.
Be sure to write your name and the date at the bottom of each checklist.
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My topic _ ________________________________________________________________
Title of web page___________________________________________________________
Author (if given)____________________________________________________________
Web address (URL)_________________________________________________________
Brief summary of contents: ___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
1. Currency: Information on the Internet may be outdated. Depending on your topic,
something posted two years ago may no longer be valid or up-to-date.
Can you tell when the information was published? _____yes _____no If yes, when?
_______________
Can you tell if it has been updated? ____yes _____no If yes, when? ______________
2. Relevance: Does the web page really cover your topic? Search engines are not smart.
They can find pages that don’t really relate. Also some web pages will be too elementary
while others may be too advanced.
How directly does the page relate to your topic? ___very much ___ some ___ only a bit
Is it on a good level for college undergraduates? ___ yes ___ too simple ___ too advanced
3. Authority: Anyone can put information on the web, so checking the credentials of the
author(s) and/or sponsoring organization is very important.
Is there an author listed? _____ yes _____ no _____ can't tell
If so, are there any credentials given? _____ yes _____no _____can't tell
Is the web page from _____ an organization? ____ an individual? ____ can't tell
If an organization, what can you tell about it? (Look for a link to their homepage or to an
"about us" page.)
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
What type of web site is this? ____ .edu ___ .gov ____ .com ___.org ___other
4. Accuracy: Just because it’s on the web doesn’t mean it’s correct.
Does the information appear to be mostly (check one) _____factual? ____an ad?
____ an opinion? _____a personal story?
What clues helped you determine this?__________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Are there references or links to information that the author used as research? ____yes
______no
5. Purpose: Why was this web page written?
Is the purpose of this web page: ___ to sell something ___ to inform ___ to persuade
Your name: _______________________________________ Date: ____________________
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My topic _ ________________________________________________________________
Title of web page___________________________________________________________
Author (if given)____________________________________________________________
Web address (URL)_________________________________________________________
Brief summary of contents: ___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
3. Currency: Information on the Internet may be outdated. Depending on your topic,
something posted two years ago may no longer be valid or up-to-date.
Can you tell when the information was published? _____yes _____no If yes, when?
_______________
Can you tell if it has been updated? ____yes _____no If yes, when? ______________
4. Relevance: Does the web page really cover your topic? Search engines are not smart.
They can find pages that don’t really relate. Also some web pages will be too elementary
while others may be too advanced.
How directly does the page relate to your topic? ___very much ___ some ___ only a bit
Is it on a good level for college undergraduates? ___ yes ___ too simple ___ too advanced
3. Authority: Anyone can put information on the web, so checking the credentials of the
author(s) and/or sponsoring organization is very important.
Is there an author listed? _____ yes _____ no _____ can't tell
If so, are there any credentials given? _____ yes _____no _____can't tell
Is the web page from _____ an organization? ____ an individual? ____ can't tell
If an organization, what can you tell about it? (Look for a link to their homepage or to an
"about us" page.)
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
What type of web site is this? ____ .edu ___ .gov ____ .com ___.org ___other
4. Accuracy: Just because it’s on the web doesn’t mean it’s correct.
Does the information appear to be mostly (check one) _____factual? ____an ad?
____ an opinion? _____a personal story?
What clues helped you determine this?__________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Are there references or links to information that the author used as research? ____yes
______no
5. Purpose: Why was this web page written?
Is the purpose of this web page: ___ to sell something ___ to inform ___ to persuade
Your name: _______________________________________ Date: ____________________
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My topic _ ________________________________________________________________
Title of web page___________________________________________________________
Author (if given)____________________________________________________________
Web address (URL)_________________________________________________________
Brief summary of contents: ___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
5. Currency: Information on the Internet may be outdated. Depending on your topic,
something posted two years ago may no longer be valid or up-to-date.
Can you tell when the information was published? _____yes _____no If yes, when?
_______________
Can you tell if it has been updated? ____yes _____no If yes, when? ______________
6. Relevance: Does the web page really cover your topic? Search engines are not smart.
They can find pages that don’t really relate. Also some web pages will be too elementary
while others may be too advanced.
How directly does the page relate to your topic? ___very much ___ some ___ only a bit
Is it on a good level for college undergraduates? ___ yes ___ too simple ___ too advanced
3. Authority: Anyone can put information on the web, so checking the credentials of the
author(s) and/or sponsoring organization is very important.
Is there an author listed? _____ yes _____ no _____ can't tell
If so, are there any credentials given? _____ yes _____no _____can't tell
Is the web page from _____ an organization? ____ an individual? ____ can't tell
If an organization, what can you tell about it? (Look for a link to their homepage or to an
"about us" page.)
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
What type of web site is this? ____ .edu ___ .gov ____ .com ___.org ___other
4. Accuracy: Just because it’s on the web doesn’t mean it’s correct.
Does the information appear to be mostly (check one) _____factual? ____an ad?
____ an opinion? _____a personal story?
What clues helped you determine this?__________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Are there references or links to information that the author used as research? ____yes
______no
5. Purpose: Why was this web page written?
Is the purpose of this web page: ___ to sell something ___ to inform ___ to persuade
Your name: _______________________________________ Date: ____________________
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Part II: Periodical Articles
Directions for completing Part II of this assignment.
In Part I of this assignment you used the World Wide Web to find information on a topic.
In Part II you will use an online source, but it will be a “private” database from the ACC
library. This database has articles that are not available on the web. These have a more
consistent level of quality.
Step 1: Access the periodical index, Academic Search Complete
Use a computer that can access the internet.


Go to the ACC Library homepage: http://library.austincc.edu



Click on “A-Z List of Databases” in the left column.



Click on the letter A, then click on Academic Search Complete. *



Do a keyword search on your topic.



Ask the librarian for help if you are having problems with your search.



Print out two articles on your topic.

Step 2: Complete an evaluation checklist for the two articles.
Step 3: Turn in both of your evaluation checklists and your articles to your instructor.
Be sure to write your name and the date at the bottom of each checklist.
*If you access Academic Search Complete from off campus, you will use your ACC eID.

Looking at an article using Academic Search Complete
Title of article

Authors of article

Click to get full
text of article

Name of publication; date of
article; length of article.
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Title of article______________________________________________________________
Author___________________________________________________________________
Title of publication__________________________________________________________
Publication date____________________________________________________________
1. Currency. Magazines and newspapers are good sources for information on current issues.
An article published three or four years ago may not be sufficiently up-to-date for your
needs.
What is the date of the article?________________________________________________
For your topic, in your opinion, is the information current enough? ____ yes ___ no
2.

Relevance. How directly does this article address your topic? ___ very ___ some ___ a
little
Is this article on an appropriate level for college? ___ yes ___ too simple ___ too advanced

3. Authority. Magazine articles tend to be more credible because an editor has usually
checked the facts. Still, it's important to look at the writer or reporter's credentials and the
type of magazine in which the article appears.
Is there an author listed? _____ yes _____ no _____ can't tell
If yes, are there any credentials given? _____ yes _____no _____can't tell
Do you know anything about the periodical the article is from? ___ yes __ no
If yes, what do you know about it? _________________________________________
4. Accuracy.
Does the information appear to be mostly (check one) _____factual? ____an
advertisement? ____an opinion? _____a personal story?
What clues helped you determine this?__________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
5. Purpose. Why was this article written?
___ to inform ___ to persuade ___ to simply entertain
What can you tell about the audience for this magazine (who reads it?)
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Title of article______________________________________________________________
Author___________________________________________________________________
Title of publication__________________________________________________________
Publication date____________________________________________________________
1. Currency. Magazines and newspapers are good sources for information on current
issues. An article published three or four years ago may not be sufficiently up-to-date for
your needs.
What is the date of the article?________________________________________________
For your topic, in your opinion, is the information current enough? ____ yes ___ no
2. Relevance. How directly does this article address your topic? ___ very ___ some ___
a little
Is this article on an appropriate level for college? ___ yes ___ too simple ___ too advanced
3. Authority. Magazine articles tend to be more credible because an editor has usually
checked the facts. Still, it's important to look at the writer or reporter's credentials and the
type of magazine in which the article appears.
Is there an author listed? _____ yes _____ no _____ can't tell
If yes, are there any credentials given? _____ yes _____no _____can't tell
Do you know anything about the periodical the article is from? ___ yes __ no
If yes, what do you know about it? _________________________________________
4. Accuracy.
Does the information appear to be mostly (check one) _____factual? ____an
advertisement? ____an opinion? _____a personal story?
What clues helped you determine this?__________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
5. Purpose. Why was this article written?
___ to inform ___ to persuade ___ to simply entertain
What can you tell about the audience for this magazine (who reads it?)
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WRITING SKILLS III
LIBRARY ASSIGNMENT

QUESTIONNAIRE
Fill out this questionnaire after you have finished the Library Assignment and
then give it to your teacher. Your teacher will send it to Frank Cronin at the Northridge
Campus.
Please write complete detailed answers.
1.

Was any part of the assignment confusing? If so, which part was confusing and why was it confusing?

2.

Before this assignment were you familiar with the meaning of different domain names such as .gov, .edu,
.org, and .com?

3.

Were you already familiar with the on-line full-text periodical index called Academic Search Complete?
Which topic did you choose and what were the titles of your two articles?

4.

As part of the assignment you used checklists to evaluate on-line sources and magazine sources. In
what ways were the checklists helpful to you? Were the checklists confusing
in any way?

5.

Class section number: _______________

